different centres probably limits the usefulness of the detailed protocols, particularly in the UK where the handbook 'Specialised Assay Services for Hospital Laboratories' produced by the British Supraregional Assay Service already fulfils this function.
There are many excellent contributions, but the design of the book has resulted in no less than 47 chapters, some of no more than two or three pages, which makes it rather disjointed and repetitive. I did, however, like the concept of including sections on placental hormone disorders, laparoscopy, photography, chromosome analysis and visual fields. There were very few references after 1981, in spite of the claim to be completely up to date, and also a number of errors in spellings, references (chapter 28), and legends to figures. The most notable of these was the transposition of male and female desirable weights on pages 6 and 7.
This book has much to commend it although I feel it has not quite succeeded in its intention of being suitable for use in the clinic rather than the library, and its cost may well inhibit the individual purchaser.
W VAN 1983 and must be regarded as essential reading for those of us in the field of bone marrow transplantation, be it autologous or allogeneic. Some considerable strides have been made over the past 10 years, mainly in the treatment of haematological malignancies and acute leukaemia in particular. Suitable patients now have a high chance of a cure, i.e. 50-60%. Unfortunately, the actual proportion who have a suitable HLAmatched sibling donor, and are of the appropriate age, is relatively small (about 5-7%), compared with the total number of treated cases. As yet, transplantation from mismatched family donors are not very encouraging, despite various alterations in procedures and the relatively recent arrival of the drug cyclosporin A, used successfully in the prevention of graft-versus-host disease. As mentioned by the editor, we need to positively identify those patients who will benefit from the transplantation and hopefully to extend its availability safely. It would be of enormous value to select the 10-15% of patients with acute myeloid leukaemia who achieve a very long first remission, thus avoiding transplant.
This book is divided into 11 sections covering aplastic anaemia to fetal liver transplantation, with extensive coverage of graft-versus-host disease and autotransplantation for certain haematological malignancies and solid tumours. The latter subject may well have a very farreaching application in the future. The majority of papers are well presented although some lack an abstract, and the index is adequate but not extensive. The contents are drawn from many centres throughout the world and contributions are obtained from some distinguished authors.
This book should be in all major transplant centres as a reference at least until the next symposium, presumably about 1986! H M CLINK
Consultant Haematologist Royal Marsden Hospital, London

